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Reflections on the Law Day Theme
Leaders in the Law Reflect on the Law Day Theme
Today, the law is changing dramatically as it seeks to shape and adapt to new conditions and circumstances. The theme for Law Day 
2010 provides us with an opportunity to understand and appreciate the emerging challenges and enduring traditions of law in the 21st 
century. To provide diverse perspectives on this challenging theme, the American Bar Association asked leaders in the law to offer 
their reflections, responding briefly to the following question:

What do you personally think is the most significant or interesting challenge that confronts law in the 21st century? In meeting this
challenge, what legal tradition should we strive to maintain? 

We hope their intriguing, challenging, and provocative responses will inspire your Law Day programs as you plan such activities as making
speeches, organizing panel discussions, talking with young people or community groups, writing op-eds, or drafting proclamations.

Thanks to our respondents for their contributions: 
Click on photos to review responses

Let us know what you think. We invite your comments and reactions to these reflections – or your own response to the question posed
above!
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material, will more frequently be introduced into evidence instead of live witnesses. 
Compulsory mediation will become more common. The need for lawyers to invest in 
technology will increase their overhead, force them to be more competitive, and reduce 
their profit margins. More legal work will be outsourced overseas. Still, the salaries of the 
most sought lawyers will continue to rise even if average incomes fall. And, lawyers will find 
that their most important course in high school was what used to be called "typing" and is 
now called "keyboarding."

Technology is transforming—and will continue to transform—the practice of law, particularly 
in the area of litigation. It was only a few decades ago that the lawyer's inventory of 
technology went little beyond an electronic typewriter and photocopy machine. Now, 
computerized legal research is essential and laptops are as ubiquitous today as the 
stenograph was only a short time ago. The future will require lawyers and the courts to 
invest heavily in technology in an effort to speed up litigation and save the time of the judge 
and the jury. We will find that videotaped depositions, edited to exclude inadmissible 

Ronald D. Rotunda,
The Doy & Dee Henley Chair and 
Distinguished Professor of Jurisprudence 
Chapman University School of Law
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